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The Jewel of the High Desert An Association Newsletter March 2026

•	 Community Events
•	 HOA Updates
•	 On The other Side of the Tracks: 		   

A Community Perspective on the Proposed  	
Barstow International Gateway Project (B.I.G.)

•	 New Recreation T-Shirt  			 

The Ledger Returns to Print

After time away from print, The 
Ledger returns to the stands with a 

renewed focus on the people, places, and 
stories that make Silver Lakes special. 
This community newspaper is dedicated 
to highlighting local events, celebrating 
our neighbors, and sharing the moments 
that bring our town together.

Inside this issue you’ll find updates from 
around the community, spotlights on local 
happenings, and stories that reflect the 
spirit of Silver Lakes and the High Desert. 
We’re glad you’re here, and we’re proud to 
bring The Ledger back to our community.

April 2026
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APRIL 2026
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1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

Notes

Easter Brunch 
10am-2pm

Breakfast 9am-12pm
Lunch 11am-3pm

Breakfast 9am-12pm
Lunch 11am-3pm

Breakfast 9am-12pm
Lunch 11am-3pm

SL Entertainers 
Show 1pm Matinee 

Mens Gaggle 
TR Meeting 4pm

TR Private Event
Kids Golf 

RR Special Open Shop 
5pm

Ladies Club Golf
BR Private Event 

Band Albert Miranda
playing 7-10pm 

Mens Gaggle 
TR Private Event 5pm

Mens Gaggle 
TR Private Event 5pm

Mens Gaggle 
RR Board Meeting 

6pm

Mens Gaggle 
TR Meeting 4pm

Ladies Club 

Ladies Club 
TR Private Event 11am

We are Open Tuesday-Saturday
11am-9pm

Kitchen Closes at 8pm
Sunday 9am-4pm

Kitchen Closes at 3pm

Every Wednesday: 
All You Can Eat Soup & Salad

Bar for $16 from 430pm-745pm

Every Wednesday:
Kid’s Eat Free

1 Kid’s Meal for 1 Adult Entree
or Salad Bar

Fish Fry 4/3 starting at 11am
Prime Rib 4/11 starting at

430pm

We are still booking Banquets
& Private Events for the

Ballroom or Terrace Room 
Call (760)245-7700

TR Private Event 12pm

TR Meeting 5pm

TR Meeting 5pm 
Band Mojave Heat

playing 7-10pm 

Fish Fry starting 
at 11am

Silver Links Golf 
TR Private Event 11am

BR Private Event
PRIME RIB 430pm

Ladies/Mens Sr Golf 
RR Special Open Shop

5pm 

Mens Sr Golf 
TR Meeting 6pm

Men’s Club Golf 
TR Private Event 11am

BR Private Event
Karaoke w/Kipp 
Starting at 7pm

Kids Golf
TR Kid’s Night 430pm

Kids Golf
BR Entertainers Show 

5pm

TR Raffle Tickets 
BR Entertainers Show 

5pm

ACE Golf Tournament 
TR Raffle

BR Entertainers Show 
5pm

TR American Legion 
Meeting 6pm

BR Entertainers Show 
5pm

There’s something spe-
cial about holding a 

newspaper in your hands. 
 
In an age where most of 
our news arrives through 
glowing screens and endless 
scrolling, the return of The 
Ledger in print feels a little 
like coming home. News-
papers have long been the 
heartbeat of small com-
munities. They capture our 
milestones, document our 
challenges, and celebrate 
the people and places that 
make our towns unique. 
 
That’s exactly why we’re 
bringing it back. 

At Mars Publishing, we 
believe local stories mat-
ter. The High Desert is full 
of hardworking people, 
creative thinkers, small 
businesses, educators, and 
families building something 
meaningful together. Too 
often, those stories go un-
told beyond a quick social 
media post or a passing 
conversation. 
 
Our goal with this revived 
edition of The Ledger is 
simple: to reconnect the 
community through story-
telling. 
 

Inside these pages you’ll 
find updates about local 
events, highlights of the 
people shaping our region, 
spotlights on small busi-
nesses, and conversations 
about the future of Silver 
Lakes and the surrounding 
communities. While we’re 
proud to bring The Ledger 
back to print, it will also 
remain available online for 
your convenience — ensur-
ing you can stay connected 
to our community wherev-
er you are. 
 
The best local papers are 
built from the voices of 
the people who live there. 
If you have a story to tell, 

an event to share, a piece 
of local history worth 
remembering, or an idea 
about what our community 
should be talking about, 
we want to hear from you. 
As a High Desert native, 
teacher, graphic designer, 
and now a new father, I 
find myself thinking more 
and more about the kind of 
community we’re building 
and the stories we choose 
to preserve. Local news-
papers have always served 
as a record of everyday life 
— the small victories, the 
big milestones, the people 
who quietly make a differ-
ence. Bringing The Ledger 
back into print is our way 

of making sure those stories 
aren’t lost, and that the 
spirit of communities like 
Silver Lakes continues to be 
shared and remembered. 
 
Thank you for welcoming 
The Ledger back into your 
homes, businesses, and 
coffee tables. We’re excited 
to grow this publication to-
gether and to help preserve 
the stories of our communi-
ty for years to come. 
 
See you in the next issue. 
 
— Travis Nguyen 
Editor, The Ledger 
Mars Publishing

Letter from the Editor
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Board Transition & Initial Meetings

On February 14, 2026, the newly seated Board focused its initial efforts 
on leadership alignment and operational oversight. The Board met with 
the Association’s department managers, including Code Enforcement, 
the Golf Pro, Restaurant Management, the Non-Compliance Depart-
ment, Recreation, and Maintenance. These meetings provided valuable 
insight into current operations, challenges, and opportunities.

The Board also met with each standing committee and representatives 
of the membership. We sincerely thank our committee members. Our 
community is fortunate to have members who volunteer their time, 
knowledge, and experience. Their participation is not only appreciated; it 
is one of the key ways we are able to control costs and save money for the 
Association.

Budget Review Meetings – April 2026

The Board of Directors will be conducting a series of Budget Review 
Meetings to provide transparency and allow member input as we eval-
uate the Association’s financial planning for the upcoming fiscal period. 
Membership participation is encouraged. These meetings are an oppor-
tunity to better understand operational costs, reserve funding, and long-
term financial priorities for our community.

•April 2, 2026 @ 5:00 p.m.
•April 11 2026 @ 2:00 p.m.
• April 15, 2026 @ 5:00 p.m.

All meetings will be noticed in accordance with governing documents 
and applicable law. We encourage members to attend, ask questions, and 
stay informed about the financial direction of the Association.

1. Gym Relocation

A member of the Association recently raised concerns regarding the 
structural integrity of the gym flooring (flooring load). In response, the 
Association retained a licensed engineer to conduct an evaluation. It was 
confirmed that the weight load of certain gym equipment exceeds the 
floor’s design loads. The engineer’s professional recommendation is to 
relocate the gym.

This was a very difficult development, particularly for a newly elected 
Board. However, member safety and protection of Association property 
must always come first.
Within four days of receiving the engineer’s findings, the Board called an 
emergency meeting to address the issue. We were pleased to see strong 
member attendance and appreciate the thoughtful input provided.

As a result, the Board voted to form a Gym Relocation/Planning Com-
mittee. This committee will assist in evaluating relocation options and 
identifying requirements, including flooring specifications, electrical 
needs, equipment layout, access points, and related improvements.

Board member liaisons have been assigned, and appointments to the 
committee are currently underway. We appreciate the members who 
have volunteered and those submitting recommendations. Updates will 
be shared with the membership as progress is made.

2. Proposed Regulation – Adult Supervision at Community Amenities

At a recent Board meeting, members inquired about amending the Asso-
ciation’s rules to require an adult member to be present when community 
amenities are being used.

In accordance with governing procedures, the proposed regulation has 
been distributed to the membership for review and comment to deter-
mine whether there is majority support for the change.
Members are encouraged to submit their opinions and feedback to: 
awood@silverlakesassociation.com

All comments will be reviewed prior to the Board discussion at the 
March Board meeting.

The Board remains committed to transparency, responsible governance, 
and decisions that protect both the safety and financial stability of our 
community. We appreciate your continued involvement and constructive 
participation.

Your Board of Directors

COMMUNITY  UPDATE  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS
Dear Members,

The Board of Directors has the following update on several concerns currently under 
review, as well as the steps your newly elected Board has taken.
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Sheriff’s Department
For an Emergency – Call 911

For Dispatch/non-emergencies 
Call 760-956-5001

If you are a victim of a non-emergency 
crime call the Sheriff’s Dispatch 

Sheriff resources are allocated 
based upon call load.  

Don’t let even the smallest 
crime go unreported.

T
he L

edger
Page 9

LLOOVVIINNGG  CCAARREE  RRAANNCCHH
 Residential Care Facility for the  

Elderly Assisted Living 
760‑245‑4523 or 951‑217‑0457 

WWee  ttaakkee  ccaarree  ooff  EEllddeerrllyy  &&  AAdduullttss    
wwhhoo  nneeeedd  ddaaiillyy  aassssiissttaannccee~~  

••AAllzzhheeiimmeerrss  ••DDeemmeennttiiaa  ••DDiissaabblleedd    
••HHoossppiiccee  aanndd  ootthheerr  hheeaalltthh  ccoonnddiittiioonnss

License #366412237

Excellent Record serving community over 20+ 
years!

Sheriff’s Department ~  

For an Emergency – Call 911 
For Dispatch/non-emergencies – 

Call 760-956-5001 
If you are a victim of a  

non-emergency crime call the  
Sheriff’s Dispatch Sheriff resources 
are allocated based upon call load. 
Don’t let even the smallest crime  

go unreported.

Fire Department Disclaimer

In an emergency please call 911.  
In the past we have received calls for emergencies 

on the fire station business line. Doing this is danger-
ous and can delay our response to your call for help.

 When you call 911 your address is automatically 
provided to the dispatcher. If the phone line was 

to go dead or you were to become unconscious we 
would be unable to locate the origin of the call.  Of-
ten times we’re not in the station due to emergency 
responses, training, and fire department business.  

Calling the station direct slows down our response 
and we prefer you to call 911.  

Mailing Address
Silver Lakes Association

PO BOX 179
Helendale Ca 92342-0179

Administration Offices
760-245-1606

15273 Orchard Hill Lane
Helendale, CA

Hours: 7am-3:30pm - M-F

Silver Lakes Offices
Pro Shop       760-245-7435
Restaurant    760-245-7700
Recreation    760-952-7180
RV Park        760-245-7180
Tennis Shop 760-952-3125

Code Enforcement
760-245-9942

27801 Mountain Springs Rd
24-Hour Coverage
Fire Department

Fire/Medical Rescue
Emergencies: 911

Silver Lakes 
Board of Directors

President
Frances Diggs
Vice President

Scott Limbacher
Treasurer

Steve Donnelly
Secretary
Joy Boni

Board Member
Jim Granger

Board Member
Wayne White Sr.

Silver Lakes Staff
General Manager

Rusty Mace
Human Resources Manager

Kristina Woodworth
Superintendent
Carlos Banuelos

Recreation Director
Jenn Bedore

Pro Shop Manager
Todd Edwards

Restaurant Manager
Kerriann Deshem 

Published Monthly at:
Silver Lakes, PO Box 179

Helendale, CA 92342-0179
The acceptance of an Ad 

in the Silver Lakes Ledger 
does not constitute ap-

proval of the Silver Lakes 
Association of its officers of 
the Board of Directors, but 
solely those of the writers.

Published by:
MARS Publishing

marspublishingco@gmail.com

Whether you’re looking to 
promote your business, share 
a story, highlight a communi-
ty event, or contribute written 
work, MARS Publishing offers 

a platform to be seen and 
heard. 

 
If you’re interested in collab-
orating or learning more, we 
encourage you to reach out.  

 
Contact MARS Publishing 

today to get started.

Silver Lakes Ledger

editor
travis nguyen

publication

design

760 956 0171

marspublishingco@gmail . com
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CODE ENFORCEMENT: 

The Silver Lakes Association diligently monitors compliance 
with the Governing Documents to preserve the value of the 

Community for every resident. The Association, through its Board 
of Directors is obligated to enforce the Association covenants, Rules 
and Regulations in a fair, consistent and equitable manner. We mon-
itor use and operation of recreation facilities and Common Areas to 
ensure that all residents are in compliance with the rules and regu-
lations regarding the use and enjoyment of these facilities. Our goal 
is to encourage every resident to understand the Community rules 
and standards and to comply, voluntarily, so that the Association is 
not forced to compel compliance or issue fines for violations.  In 
addition, consistent, diligent code enforcement, and monitoring the 
activities of Silver Lakes residents serves as a deterrent to crime and 
criminal activity. 

Notwithstanding the Association’s code enforcement efforts, the 
Association can never be completely crime free.  It is therefore the 
responsibility of every Silver Lakes resident to take whatever steps 
they deem necessary to safeguard and protect themselves, and their 
property.  The Association will continue to disclose any information 
regarding crime, criminal activity or community safety; however, 
residents cannot and should not rely upon the Association to protect 
you from loss or harm. 

Residents must safeguard their own property with such precautions 
as keeping doors locked; requesting identification from contractors 
or service providers; installing a security system; carrying insur-
ance; etc. 

The Association’s Code Enforcement personnel are responsible for 
patrolling ONLY the Association Common Areas, various Associa-
tion properties and facilities, and to observe and report on service 
calls, suspicious activities or violations of the Association’s Rules 
and Regulations, where applicable.

The Silver Lakes Association does not provide, and has never of-
fered or provided security services to members and/or their prop-
erties.  Code Enforcement will come out as a courtesy if there is a 
need to observe or take a report.  Code Enforcement will also assist 
first responders should their services be requested. However, if a 
situation warrants it, residents are advised to call the Sheriff and/or 
California Highway Patrol. 
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Budget & Finance Committee
Meets 2nd Thursday of Month
3pm – BOD Conference Room*
Frances Diggs – Board Liaison
Jeff Mckellar – Board Liaison
Debbie Valentine-Smith  Board Liaison
Terri Salerno –Chair
Clinton Unger–Vice Chair
TBD–Secretary
Yolanda Reynolds
Graham Button
Cassie Yoon

Environmental Control Committee 
Meets 2nd & 4th Tues of Month 
9am – BOD Conference Room*  
Scott Limbacher– Board Liaison 
Greg Thomson – Board Liaison
Debbie Valentine-Smith-Board Liaison
Terri Salerno – Chair
Rick VanEpps– Vice Chair
Robert Kolterman
Bo Mattina
Debbie Falk
TBD – Staff Representative

Fines Review Committee
Meets 2nd Tues of Month @ 5:30pm 
Located @ BOD Conference Room 
Greg Thomson-Board Liaison 
Debbie Valetine-Smith-Board Liaison
Wayne White Sr.-Board Liaison
Rick VanEpps – Chair 
Olav Cabel – Co-Chair
Joan Button
Nyla Kolterman
Linda Woolley
TBD – Staff Representative

Golf Course Committee Volunteer 
Workers 
Bill Bradock, Wes Watkins, Ben Dunagan  
TBD - Staff Representative 
Carlos Banuelos- Staff Representative

Recreation Advisory Committee
TBD
Debbie Valetine-Smith – Board Liaison
Scott Limbacher – Board Liaison

Green Sub Committee:  Blooming Golfers
Sandy Wood–Chair
TBD-Vice Chair
Sandy Deutsch
Robert Kolterman
Kristy Kremer
Sandy Kuizin
Steve Orr

Lakes Advisory Committee	
Meets 2nd Thurs of Month @ 6pm
Located @ Terrace Room  
Jim Granger – Board Liaison
Scott Limbacher – Board Liaison
Greg Thomson – Board Liaison
Lee Yaegle – Chair
TBD– Vice Chair
TBD – Secretary
Kris Cerone
Phil Harris					   
Paul Tracy
Blake Witham
Paul “Oogie” Lee
Wendy Greulach
Jeff Jost
TBD – Staff Representative
Carlos Banuelos- Staff Representative 

Lakes Volunteer Workers 
Susan DiBenedetto, Shawna Olachea, Chris 
Olachea, Adrianna Pages, Beth Yaegle, Patty 
Jacobs, Angie Hawk, Jim Kain, Wendy Greulach, 
Vashon Jackson, Sparky Kale, Doug Grady, 
Elizabeth Grady, Trini Harkness, Steve Nall, 
Brian McLauchlin, David Thomas, Martin 
Porcelli, Marie Porcelli, Jacob Hoon, Doug 
Simko, Libby Thomas, Denise Delgado, Kristy 
Kremer, Michael Cacciatori, John Darvell, Kristy 
Kremer.

Welcome Advisory Committee 
TBD 
Frances Diggs – Board Liaison 
Jim Granger – Board Liaison 
Wayne White Sr. – Board Liaison

Restaurant Committee	 		
Meets 1st Wednesday of Month @ 4pm
Located @ Terrace Room  
Frances Diggs– Board Liaison
Jeff Mckellar – Board Liaison
Wayne White Sr. – Board Liaison
Yolanda Reynolds – Chair
TBD– Vice Chair 
Martin Porcelli – Secretary 
Donna Granger 
Lori Hernandez 
Bonnie Viola 
Tamara Powers 
Kerriann Dershem – Staff Representative 
Kaylinn Hernandez – Staff Representative 

Fitness Center Advisory Committee
Joy Boni – Board Liaison 
Steve Donnelly – Board Liaison 
Debbie Valentine-Smith – Board Liaison  
TBD-Chair
TBD-Co-Chair
TBD- Secretary 
Mike Ohren
Scott Marshall
Peggy Marshall
Scot Martin
Geoff Grounds
Steve Ross
Frank Melendez

Golf Course Advisory Committee
Meets 1st Wed of Month @ 5pm
Located @ Restaurant/Terrace Room*
Scott Limbacher – Board Liaison
Jeff Mckellar – Board Liaison
Wayne White Sr. – Board Liaison
Ray Salberg – Chair
Paul Tracy – Co-Chair
Paul Stenberg – Secretary
Mark Johnson
Benjamin Dunagan
Carl Eversole
Amelia Zappa Mace
TBD – Men’s Club Liaison
TBD – Silver Links Liaison	

SILVER LAKES ASSOCIATION COMMITTEES

The next
Open Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, April 22, 2026 
6:00 p.m. 

Clubhouse/Library

Special Open Budget Workshop

Wednesday, April 2, 2026 5:00pm
Saturday, April 11, 2026 2:00pm

Wednesday, April 15, 2026 5:00pm
Silver Lakes Clubhouse Library
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Executive BOD Meeting (Closed) 1/14/2026 BOD Conference Rm
     Open BOD Meeting 1/28/2026 Clubhouse/Library

Executive BOD Meeting (Closed) 2/11/2026 BOD Conference Rm
     Open BOD Meeting 2/25/2026 Clubhouse/Library

Executive BOD Meeting (Closed) 3/11/2026 BOD Conference Rm
     Open BOD Meeting 3/25/2026 Clubhouse/Library

Special Open Budget Workshop 4/2/2026 5:00pm Clubhouse/Library
Special Open Budget Workshop 4/11/2026 2:00pm Clubhouse/Library
Special Open Budget Workshop 4/15/2026 5:00pm Clubhouse/Library

Executive BOD Meeting (Closed) 4/8/2026 BOD Conference Rm
     Open BOD Meeting 4/22/2026 Clubhouse/Library

Executive BOD Meeting (Closed) 5/13/2026 BOD Conference Rm
     Open BOD Meeting 5/27/2026  Clubhouse/Library

Executive BOD Meeting (Closed) 6/10/2026 BOD Conference Rm
     Open BOD Meeting 6/24/2026 Clubhouse/Library

Executive BOD Meeting (Closed) 7/8/2026 BOD Conference Rm
     Open BOD Meeting 7/22/2026 Clubhouse/Library

Executive BOD Meeting (Closed) 8/12/2026 BOD Conference Rm
     Open BOD Meeting 8/26/2026 Clubhouse/Library

Executive BOD Meeting (Closed) 9/9/2026 BOD Conference Rm
     Open BOD Meeting 9/23/2026 Clubhouse/Library

Executive BOD Meeting (Closed) 10/14/2026 BOD Conference Rm
     Open BOD Meeting 10/28/2026 Clubhouse/Library

Executive BOD Meeting (Closed) 11/4/2026 BOD Conference Rm
     Open BOD Meeting 11/18/2026 Clubhouse/Library

Executive BOD Meeting (Closed) 12/9/2026 BOD Conference Rm
     Open BOD Meeting NNOO  MMEEEETTIINNGG Clubhouse/Library

02/16/26:/schedule/AJW 

Closed Executive BOD Mtgs. held the 2nd Wed. of the month @ 5:00 p.m., except November. 
Open BOD Mtgs.  held the 4th Wed. of the month @@  66::0000  pp..mm..,, except November & December.

The next
Open Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, April 22, 2026 
6:00 p.m. 

Clubhouse/Library

Special Open Budget Workshop

Wednesday, April 2, 2026 5:00pm
Saturday, April 11, 2026 2:00pm

Wednesday, April 15, 2026 5:00pm
Silver Lakes Clubhouse Library

DEADLINE
For Ledger PUBLICATION
All articles and advertisements 

being submitted for publication to 
The Ledger 

MUST be received by the
Silver Lakes Association Office no 

later than:
Noon ~ the 10th of each month prior 

to publishing.
If the 10th falls on the weekend or 

holiday, when Admin is closed, the 
deadline is the next business day.
Preferred method of submitting 

articles is by emailing to 
kseidenkranz@silverlakesassociation.com

~THANK YOU~
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Document Postings 

Designated Location for posting of “General Notices” Civil Code § 4045 (3) (a) 

A “General Notice” is a notice by the Association to the entire membership.   
Effective January 1, 2014, The Association has designated the following location for the posting of “General Notices” to the membership: 
Silver Lakes Association Clubhouse 
27801 Mountain Springs Road 
Helendale, CA 92342 
 
Right to Receive General Notice by Individual Delivery Civil Code §§5310(a)(4), 4045(b) 

All members have the option to receive general notices by individual delivery, instead of by General Delivery.  A request for individual 
delivery of general notices to the Member, that would otherwise be posted in the common area, on the website, or made by some form of 
general notice, or a request to cancel a prior request for individual delivery of general notices.  This request must be in writing.  Any 
electronic record satisfies the "in writing" requirement, as long as it comes in a form that can be retained, electronically or printed. 

Right to Receive Board Minutes Civil Code §§5310(a)(5), 4950(b) 
Please submit a written request for copies of Board Meeting Minutes to the following address: 
Silver Lakes Association 
Rusty Mace, General Manager 
PO Box 179 
Helendale, CA 92342-0179 

The Silver Lakes Association posts these documents at the Clubhouse: 
• Agendas for upcoming Executive Board of Directors Meeting and Open Board of Directors Meetings   
• Most recent approved Open Board of Directors Meeting minutes 
• Currently proposed, and the most recent approved Rules and Regulations changes or additions 

  Other required documents which need posting will also be found at this location.   All the mentioned can also be found on the website – 
www.silverlakesassociation.com.   
 
The C&R’s, Rules and Regulations, Articles of Incorporation/Bylaws and Architectural Guidelines are also available to view and/or print 
on the website. 

 
Silver Lakes Association Administration Office 

Contact Ashley Woods, Executive Assistant if you need assistance 
760-245-1606 ext. 233 

awoods@silverlakesassociation.com 
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April 2026 is the 1st month of the 
2nd Quarter

All Tenant ID Cards and Tenant Guest Cards 
must be updated in order to use any of the 

Silver Lakes Association amenities  
New sticker is Yellow w/black ‘26’

A Property Owner who rents a home must have on 
file at the RV Park Office a Crime Free Agreement. 

If the rights have been assigned to the tenant a 
current lease/rental agreement must also be on file 
in order for the tenant to receive their ID card or 

have their current ID card updated. 

Renew at the RV Park Office 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Closed ½ hour during lunch.
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Date Day Member Guest Tenant SLVC/TS Inn Total Play
1 SUN 149 11 8 0 0 168
2 MON 89 5 0 0 0 94
3 TUE 89 3 4 0 0 96
4 WED 129 1 2 0 0 132
5 THU 104 3 8 0 0 115
6 FRI 130 18 4 0 0 152
7 SAT 157 6 11 0 0 174
8 SUN 100 1 6 0 0 107
9 MON 91 4 0 0 0 95
10 TUE 78 3 2 0 0 83
11 WED 91 3 2 0 0 96
12 THU 76 4 2 0 0 82
13 FRI 143 11 9 0 0 163
14 SAT 196 4 2 0 0 202
15 SUN 137 9 14 0 0 160
16 MON 43 0 5 0 0 48
17 TUE 45 2 0 0 0 47
18 WED 2 0 0 0 0 2
19 THU 16 0 0 0 0 16
20 FRI 121 5 3 0 0 129
21 SAT 146 9 4 0 0 159
22 SUN 154 7 10 0 0 171
23 MON 100 6 0 0 0 106
24 TUE 110 6 4 0 0 120
25 WED 100 1 2 0 0 103
26 THU 118 13 4 0 0 135
27 FRI 144 10 8 0 0 162
28 SAT 128 3 6 0 0 137

Totals 2986 148 120 0 0 3254

Golf Course Activity - Feb 2026

0

 2026 Yearly Golf Activity

Month Member Guest Tenant SLVC/TS Inn Total
January 3306 157 188 0 0 3651

February 2986 148 120 0 0 3254

March 0 0 0

April 0 0 0

May 0 0 0

June 0 0 0

July 0 0 0

August 0 0 0

September 0 0 0

October 0 0 0

November 0 0 0

December 0 0 0

Totals 6292 305 308 0 0 6905
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the transition from 
Ryegrass to Bermudagrass 
will be similar to years past 
as we anticipate the golf 
course will be overseed-
ed again this fall.  After 
a relatively warm winter, 
we believe the set-up for a 
good bermudagrass season 
is in place for this summer.  
However, we will continue 
promoting both turf types 
and allowing the Ryegrass 
to thrive in heavily shaded 
areas of the golf course.  In 
this dual variety approach 
the cool season Ryegrass 
will perform well in the 
heavy shade areas and the 
Bermudagrass will perform 
well in the open, sunny 
areas.  

Bermudagrass needs 120 
days of optimal grow-
ing conditions to remain 
healthy and produce energy 
it needs to survive the win-
ter.  To achieve this, we go 
through transition, which 
is the process of promot-
ing the growth and health 
of the Bermudagrass base 
while reducing competition 
from the winter Ryegrass. 

Transition can be achieved 
through several different 

TRANSITION
procedures.  One procedure 
is the use of chemicals 
which will gradually kill 
the cool season Ryegrass.  
These chemicals usually 
take between three and six 
weeks to remove all of the 
cool season grass.  The 
benefit of this procedure is 
it allows for the complete 
elimination of the Ryegrass 
allowing for no competi-
tion.  Unfortunately, this 
process will also expose 
and highlight any areas 
with thin or no Bermu-
dagrass. 

Another procedure, which 
is more conservative, is to 
gradually transition through 
maintenance practices 
such as: reducing mowing 
heights, reducing irrigation 
inputs, aerification, growth 
regulators and fertilizer 
applications.  This option 
is ideal for maintaining de-
sired playing conditions.  

Lowering of mowing 
heights combined with a 
growth regulator applica-
tion will start in mid-March 
and continue until May.   
By gradually lowering 
mowing heights and reg-

ulating the spring growth, 
we allow more sunlight 
to reach the soil and the 
emerging Bermudagrass 
leaves without compro-
mising playability.  This 
allows soil temperatures to 
rise and the Bermudagrass 
to start producing food.  
Reducing irrigation inputs 
will cause the Ryegrass 
to gradually thin further 
allowing the sunlight to 
warm the soil and feed the 
Bermuda.  Aerification 
will continue the process 
of slowly removing the 
Ryegrass and promote the 
growth and health as well.  
Fertilizer applications after 
aeration and throughout the 
summer will further pro-
mote the growth and health 
of our Bermudagrass base.  
Lastly, a spring application 
of turf pigment will help re-
tain some heat in the plant 
resulting in a faster green-
up of Bermudagrass in the 
Spring.  The benefit to this 
process is the transition is 
slow with little disruption 
to course conditions.  If 
there are areas where the 
bermudagrass base is thin, 
the Ryegrass will hopefully 
hold on and maintain turf 
coverage while we nurture 
the Bermudagrass into 
summer conditions.      

   

As always, we hope to see 
you out on the course!
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LLOOVVIINNGG  CCAARREE  RRAANNCCHH
 Residential Care Facility for the  

Elderly Assisted Living 
760‑245‑4523 or 951‑217‑0457 

WWee  ttaakkee  ccaarree  ooff  EEllddeerrllyy  &&  AAdduullttss    
wwhhoo  nneeeedd  ddaaiillyy  aassssiissttaannccee~~  

••AAllzzhheeiimmeerrss  ••DDeemmeennttiiaa  ••DDiissaabblleedd    
••HHoossppiiccee  aanndd  ootthheerr  hheeaalltthh  ccoonnddiittiioonnss

License #366412237

Excellent Record serving community over 20+ 
years!

Sheriff’s Department ~  

For an Emergency – Call 911 
For Dispatch/non-emergencies – 

Call 760-956-5001 
If you are a victim of a  

non-emergency crime call the  
Sheriff’s Dispatch Sheriff resources 
are allocated based upon call load. 
Don’t let even the smallest crime  

go unreported.
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The weather is finally starting to warm up and the golf course is 
showing signs of spring conditions. The upcoming Spring and 

Summer schedule has many events scheduled and we hope to see 
lots of players signing up and participating.  

As we move into the warm weather, we want to remind everyone 
that the dress code for the golf course is presently as follows: 

MEN

(1)	 Shirts must have collars and sleeves.  Turtlenecks and mock 
turtleneck shirts must have a minimum of ¾” collar.  Tank 
tops and T-shirts are prohibited.

(2)	 Blue denim jeans, or shorts are prohibited.
(3)	 Shorts must have at least a fourteen (14) inch out-seem not 

including waistband or no more than six (6) inches above or 
below the knee.  Swim trunks, jogging shorts, bike shorts, 
tennis shorts, baggy shorts below the knee and cutoffs are 
prohibited.

(4)	 Shoes with metal spikes, big knobby sole shoes, flip-flops, 
and any similar type shoes are prohibited.

WOMEN

(1)	 Shirts must be tailored for golf.  Turtlenecks and mock tur-
tleneck shirts must have 	 a minimum of ¾” collar.  Tank 
tops and T-shirts are prohibited.

(2)	 Blue denim jeans, or shorts are prohibited.
(3)	 Halter-tops, tops with spaghetti straps, and/or bare midriff 

tops, and swimsuit tops 	 are prohibited.
(4)	 Shorts must have at least a fourteen (14) inch out-seem not 

including waistband or no more than six (6) inches above or 
below the knee.  Swim trunks, jogging shorts, bike shorts, 
tennis shorts, baggy shorts below the knee and cutoffs are 
prohibited.

(5)	 Shoes with metal spikes, big knobby sole shoes, flip-flops, 
and any similar type shoes are prohibited. Pa
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From the  
Director of Golf

by Todd Edwards 

Spring!! We are slowly but 
surely moving out of the 
cold days of winter and into 
our warmer temperatures in 
Spring. As the daylight pro-
vides us more time to play 
and slowly brings everyone 
outside and away from the 
winter doldrums the oppor-
tunities to share your golfing 
experience with others in an 
informal practice play set-
ting as well as a more seri-
ous tournament are 
available. There are many 
events on the calendar in the 
coming months. I would like 
to encourage everyone that 
is in a club to make time 
now in their busy schedules 
to support these events and 
sign up. Win, lose, or draw 
there are many aspects to 
golf, for many of us the so-
cial aspect of getting out, en-
joying the weather, and 
being around other golfers 
who also happen to be your 
neighbors is a pretty con-
vincing draw. For those of 
you not in a club I would en-
courage you to check out 
some of the groups for in-
creased opportunities to get 
out and meet other golfers. 
Call the golf shop at 760-
245-7435 and we will be 
happy to provide you with 
info to facilitate whatever 

you need.  

On the subjects of Spring 
and more sunlight there will 
obviously be more time to 
get out and play. As the tem-
peratures warm up we will 
be transitioning to summer 
hours. We gain times in the 
morning change as starting 
times for play are earlier. 
The bottom line is that more 
tee times  are available for 
those of you who require 
more flexibility with regards 
to when you can come out 
and play or practice. Addi-
tionally, we will be looking 
at possibly extending the 
hours in the afternoons and 
early evenings during the 
summer months. This is a 
subject that comes up every 
few years or so and I antici-
pate the latest Board of Di-
rectors will investigate this 
and ultimately provide the 
golf staff with direction once 
any decision has been made.  
More on that to follow in 
upcoming months. Never 
hesitate to call the golf shop 
as one of our employees will 
be happy to help with any 
questions you may have as 
we are here to serve you! 

Thank you for reading and 
until next month good golf-
ing.

The dress code applies whether you are a member or a guest and are 
out to watch, play, or use the driving range and any of the practice ar-
eas.  If you have any questions regarding the dress code please do not 
hesitate to call the golf shop. Staff will be happy to discuss the dress 
code much rather do this than have to bring any infractions to some-
one’s attention after they have arrived at the course.

Always a hot topic we have been tasked with seeing what other clubs 
do and will be passing that info on to the board for further consid-
eration. I would like to thank everyone in advance for their help and 
compliance with dress code.

Watch for our clinics on the last Saturday of the month. Clinics are 
free and as the weather warms up we hope that as many golfers as 
possible sign up and take advantage of the opportunity to fine tune 
your skills. Sign up now by calling the golf shop as spaces are limited.
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   Greetings Golfers and 
all Silver Lakes resi-
dents, we’re going to be 
enjoying wonderful 
Spring weather soon!  
Here are the known 
SLMGC events for the 
second half of 2026 . 
 
2026 Men’s Club Tour-
nament Schedule (July 
– Dec.)  
 
July 18 (Saturday)  For-
mat = Red, White, & 
Blue Shotgun 
August 15 & 16 (Satur-
day & Sunday)  Format 
= 2 Day August Ordeal 
September – Course 
Closed 
October 17 & 18 (Satur-
day & Sunday)  Format 
= Member Guest 
October 31 & Novem-
ber 1 (Saturday & Sun-
day)  Format = The 
Shoot Out 
November 21 (Satur-
day).  Format = Turkey 
Shoot Stableford 
December 19 (Satur-
day).  Format = Christ-
mas Scramble 
 
Everyone had a great 

time at January’s tourna-
ment, listed below are 
winners per flight …. 
A Flight Mark McKin-
ley & Ace Barrera 
B Flight Wayne White 
& Geoff Grounds 
C Flight Leif Munoz & 
Scott Cleveland 
D Flight Daniel Lozano 
& Jose Enriquez 
 
Congrats to Steve Orr 
for winning the first 
ever SLMGC 50/50 
drawing. 
 
Men’s Club applications 
can be obtained at the 
Pro Shop, just ask Todd 
or one of his staff.  Fi-
nally be sure to sign up 
for tournaments early 
and always be sure to 
post you scores! 
 

 Lee Trevino once said 
“Putts get real difficult 
the day they hand out 
the money.” 

by Scott Wheaton

Greetings Golfers and all Silver Lakes residents, WOW has the weather 
improved… perhaps  “Spring has Sprung”! As most of you may have 

noticed, the golf course is looking magnificent. The Men’s Club has some 
excellent ideas, concerning Golf Carts, to help keep our fairways 
looking incredible….

1. Stay on the Path: Drive the cart on the designated cart path for as long 
as you can.

2. Turn at 90 Degrees: When you are in line with your ball, turn the cart 
90 degrees (a right-angle turn) 
off the path.

3. Drive Straight to the Ball: Go directly to your ball in a straight line 
across the fairway.

4. Return to the Path: After hitting, drive straight back to the cart path at a 
90-degree angle, not further 
down the fairway.

The month of is the annual 2 Day Eclectic Event. March 21 & 22 (Satur-
day & Sunday) are the 
dates and your chance to be a winner!
Everyone had a great time at February’s tournament, 3 Man - 2 Best Ball 
event, listed below are 
winners per flight ….

• Gross A Flight – Nate Carlson, “D.B.” Braddock and Steve Orr

• Net A Flight – Bryce Carlson, Brandon McCord & James Dorn

• Gross B Flight – Geoff Grounds, Andy Harris & Peter Park

• Net B Flight – Dave Thomas, Jason Reed & Ben Rosenberg 

Congrats to Angelo Rodriguez for winning the SLMGC 50/50 drawing.

Men’s Club applications can be obtained at the Pro Shop, just ask Todd or 
one of his staff. Be 
sure to sign up for tournaments early and always be sure to post your 
scores!

“If profanity had an influence on the flight of the ball, the game of golf 
would be played far better than it is”. – Sam Snead

27546 Silver Lakes 
 $328,000 

3 bd • 2 ba • 1,355 sqft

On Golf 14870 Clubhouse #D 
$245,000  

2/2 1,093 sq ft 

15082 Orchard Hill 
$305,000 

2 bd • 2 ba • 1,280 sqft

On water 
11454 Nautical #13 

$213,500  
2/2 1,073 sq ft

27921 Evergreen 
3 bed/3 bath 

2,032 sf $365,000

17757 Wheeler 
3 bed, 1 bath • 1,528 sqft 

$299,000

Sandi Spinelli 
REALTOR®  

760.780.8047 
 

DRE 00858132

Jammie  Shedden 
 REALTOR®  

 989.627.4884 
 

DRE 02146965

Compassionate • Experienced • Integrity • Service • Results

Coldwell Banker Home Source

Sandra.Spinelli@CBHomeSource.com Jammie@CBHomeSource.com

"In life, all good things come hard, but wisdom is the hardest to  
come by." - Lucille Ball
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By Amanda Dunagan 

Happy March everyone! Feb-
ruary was a very exciting 
month as it was the start of our 
Presidents Cup Tournament. 
This tournament spans multi-
ple rounds and we have just 
completed the qualifier and at 
least half of the field as com-
peted in their first match. As 
this tournament will go until al-
most April, I won’t have any 
results for you at this time. I 
can’t wait to update you next 
month on who our new Presi-
dents Cup champion will be. 
Our ladies league has gained 
quite a few fresh faces which is 
so exciting! Each year we hope 
to grow our club, and it has 
been so much fun getting to 
know our new golfers. I would 
like to let everyone know that 
ladies league loves to celebrate 
all victories, no matter how 
small. So for our new golfers, 
we do pins for various accom-
plishments. Whether it’s your 
first birdie, breaking 100 or 
winning most improved, when 
you achieve these feats please 
contact Kayla Wall for your 
pin. She does pins for: birdie, 
eagle, breaking 100, breaking 

90, etc. This is the first time it 
happens. We also have a Birdie 
tree in the players lounge so 
whenever you score a birdie on 
our course, let TJ Johnston 
know and she will update the 
birdie tree. One of my favorite 
things about our club is how 
much we love celebrating your 
improvement in the game.  

Most Improved: congratula-
tions to our most improved 
golfer for January… Joy Boni! 
That’s right our most improved 
overall from last year won 
again. Joy continues to im-
prove on her game, and we are 
all so proud of you! Keep up 
the magnificent work Joy! 

Next tournament: Our tourna-
ment for next year is our fa-
mous 6-6-6 which is a 2 person 
team. Each six holes is a differ-
ent format and such as alternate 
shot or scramble. I love this 
tournament as it is always a 
great time and so much fun to 
play with a partner. I hope you 
all have a great month and 
can’t wait to see you out on the 
course! 

Wow March’s tournament was a windy one! You had 
to be really skilled in keeping your golf ball low for 

this tournament, especially since we played South course! 
This month's tournament was the 6-6-6 format which is 
one of my favorites! For this one, you pick your partner 
and then play three different formats each 6 holes, starting 
with best, Stableford and then ending with a two person 
scramble. Every duo had a great time and was able to 
make it through the crazy weather! Great job ladies! The 
results are as follows:

Flight 1
1st place Gross: Grounds & DiTulio
1st place Net: Huh & Kim
2nd place Net: Rambicure & Kramer
3rd place Net: Yoon & Roberts
4th place Net: McKinley & Boni

Flight 2
1st place Gross: Wall & Marinez-Ramirez
1st place Net: Watkins & Negrete
2nd place Net: Dunagan & Morgan
3rd place Net: Dennis & Fidder
4th place Net: Woolley & Salerno

Congrats ladies! After the 
tournament, the league met 
in the Terrace room for a 
special lunch. The restau-
rant served the “Grinder 
sandwich” which was 
special version of an Italian 
sandwich on a croissant. It 
was delicious and I for one 
would love if they added 
it to the permanent menu! 
Thank you again to the 
Silver Lakes Restaurant for 
taking care of us. We had 
our first general meeting 
of the year to talk about 
all things new with the 
ladies club! We were able 
to announce the Member 

Guest theme which is….. 
The Mad Hatter Tee Party! 
I can’t wait to see all the 
whimsical ideas people will 
have, so don’t be late! This 
tournament is scheduled 
for June and it’s our most 
popular one for the year so 
start thinking about who 
your guest will be!
Most improved for March 
is…. Louise Dennis!! Con-
grats Louise, you are truly 
such a great golfer and we 
appreciate you for all the 
hard work you do on and 
off the course! Louise helps 
run Meals on Wheels for 
our senior community and 

also maintains the beauti-
ful roses by the Pro Shop! 
So not only is she a great 
player who continues to 
improve her game but is 
so important to so many 
people!
Next month’s tournament 
is the Gold Tee it up where 
you able to tee your ball up 
wherever you are on the 
course! I’ve never played 
this tournament so I can’t 
wait to see how it goes! I 
look forward to reporting 
our Presidents Cup Winner 
within the next months 
article so stay tuned!



Pa
ge

20
Th

e 
Le

dg
er



 Page21
Th

e Ledger



Pa
ge

22
Th

e 
Le

dg
er

Inviting Your World to Experience God’s Grace 
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Alcoholics Anonymous

Meetings in Helendale
Saturday Participation Meeting

(This is an open meeting, all are welcome.
Speaker on the first Saturday of the month.)

Saturdays at 7:00 to 8:30pm
Helendale Community Church

15488 Riverview Road

Women’s AA Meeting
Tuesday mornings at 10:00am
Helendale Community Church 

(East classroom off rear parking lot)

Men’s Stag Meeting
(This is a closed meeting for men who think 

they have a problem with alcohol.)
Tuesdays from 7:00 to 8:30pm

Lions Club
 27437 Helendale Road

Thursday Night Fourth Dimension
A.A. Book Study Meeting

(This is a closed meeting for people who think
they have a problem with alcohol.)

Thursdays from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Helendale Community Church

15488 Riverview Drive

 
 

Silver Lakes Association 
Board of Directors and Officers 

2026-2027 
 

      President            Frances Diggs       
 

      Vice President    Scott Limbacher 
 
      Treasurer        Steve Donnelly          
 
      Secretary     Debbie Valentine-Smith 
 
      Board Member      Joy Boni 
 
      Board Member Jim Granger  

 
      Board Member Wayne White Sr. 
 
     Revised 02-16-26 
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Friday 4/3

Saturday 4/11
Prime Rib Night 

Starting at 430PM
10 oz cut served with

Baked Potato, 
Vegetables,  Au Jus, & 
Creamy Horseradish  

$38

Fish Fry Day
Starting 11AM

3 Pieces Fried Cod, Fries, 
Cole Slaw, Lemons, & 

Tartar Sauce 
$16 

*While Supplies Last*
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HELENDALE SENIOR OUTREACH CENTER  

                                              “The Place to Meet & Greet”  

                                        26540 Vista Rd., Ste C (760) 780-1123  

                                    Open Monday thru Friday, 10:00 – 2:00  

“WHEELS DOWN” SINCE 2011 every Monday morning Meals-on-Wheels 
teams have delivered meals to qualifying recipients. “THEY KEEP ROLLING 
ALONG.” 

Program history.  Weekly on Monday mornings after picking up large coolers 
at Grace Bible Church, drivers drove to Barstow Senior Center to pick up fro-
zen meals. Upon drivers’ return, coolers were transferred to team cars. Having 
a designated driver, members had numerous scheduled delivery routes in Silver 
Lakes and outside our gates. Coolers were all then returned to church for stor-
age.   

Later necessity required, thanks to the generosity of Greg and Larry Perring, 
cooler storage and weekly volunteer pickup point was relocated at Silver Lakes 
Market. Currently, delivered from Barstow, volunteers pick up Meals-on-
Wheels at the CSD.  

MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL, beginning 2011 our community has been bless-
ed with the years of leadership and never tiring dedication of NYLA KOLTER-
MAN to Meals-on-Wheels. Think Meals-on-Wheels, think of Nyla, recipient, 
or volunteer. THANK YOU is not sufficient for 

Our gratitude to you Nyla and supportive husband Robert. We pray your days 
ahead be filled with love, happiness and especially God’s blessings. 

DRIVERS AND VOLUNTEERS CONTINUE TO HIT THE ROAD Mondays 
to deliver five easy to prepare meals to seniors, shut-ins or one recovering from 
surgery, with MEALS-ON-WHEELS PROGRAM.  Meat included in each 
meal with starch, vegetable, and half-gallon low-fat milk. Bananas supplied by 
Helendale Senior Outreach.  Silver Lakes Women’s Golf Club donates weekly 
treats.  Cost $20.00.  Contact Melissa Miller (559) 586-3385  

“SWEET TIME’ WAS ENJOYED by all at the “Strawberry Shortcake Shindig.” 
Celebrating 

Valentine’s Day, Pam served shortcake, fresh sliced strawberries, and whipped 
cream.  Theme and party decorations “touched the heart” of Seniors. “Heart-
felt” thank you Pam for the event.   

 
HAVE AN IDEA OR REQUEST FOR A PROGRAM 
Call Barbara Englehardt (760) 475-2632  

MONTHLY CENTER ACTIVITIES  

Monday:  Wii Bowling - 10:00 – New bowlers are welcome.  

Tuesday:  Mexican Train & Rummikub – 10:00 & 12:30 

2nd Tuesday: Mexican Train & Rummikub – 10:00 & 12:30  

3rd Tuesday:  Daily Activities 10:00 – Dept. of Aging – 1:00 

4th Tuesday:  Crafts with Alesha 10:00 – Fee under $5.00  

Wednesday: Rummikub – 10:00  

Wednesday: Rummikub – Lynne teaching – new and seasoned 
players tables – 1:00 

Thursday:  Pinocle – 10:00 

1st Thursday:  Bingo - $2.00 cards – Colleen caller - 10:00  

2nd Thursday: Monthly Birthday Party - Shannon and Barbara – 
1:00 

3rd Thursday: Bingo - $2.00 cards – Colleen caller - 10:00  

Friday: Texas Hold’em – Easy to learn game - 10:00  

Most days: Mexican Train & Rummikub – 12: 30 

Mission Statement:  Helendale Senior Outreach seeks to 
provide services in Helendale. 

Community senior citizens and homebound that will bring 
confidence and more freedom to their lives.”  

 -Georgia Ritchie  
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Helendale Community Church 

15488 Riverview Road 

Helendale, CA 92342 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services: 

10am Sunday Morning – Worship Service 

Bible Study Starting from 6pm – 7pm Starting January 10 

Phone # 760-951-0213

                                                        
CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
NOW OPEN AT HELENDALE FOR MASS

PASTOR: Father Canice Nwizu, V.F.
Mass is being held at the

Helendale, CSD Community
Center  ROOM   C
26540 Vista Road

Saturdays  at   4:30 P.M.
COME JOIN US !!

“For where two or three are gathered
Together in my name, there am I

In the midst of them”.

Calvary Chapel 

Service: Sundays at 10:30 a.m 
Address: 26719 Vista Rd. (Community Center) 

Phone: 760-952-2227 

Calvary Chapel is a House of Refuge with 
https://lovelife.org/house-of-refuge/   
If you have or had an unplanned pregnancy and need 
help, please call or email CCHelendaleHofR@gmail.com

 

Helendale 
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the Arts and Crafts Guild. 
Ceramics is very popular, 
and Guild members can 
choose from hundreds of 
molds to create lovely dec-
orative items. Laughter 
and good conversation can 
always be heard in the ce-
ramics room. 
 
Guild member Eileen Mc-
Clean returned from 
Canada and led a class on 
card making in January 
and February. It was so 
nice to have Eileen back. 
Tina Stedding Braddock 
leads personal quilting 
classes on Thursdays. Tina 
will also be organizing the 
making of the Quilts of 
Valor as well as taking a 
group to the California 
Quilt Show. 
 
Every Friday, quilters 
come together in the li-
brary from 9 to 11. First 
and fourth Thursday, 
members, gather to make 
bears for the domestic vi-
olence center. Volunteers 
are always needed to help 
cut fabric, sew and stuff 
the bears.  Members can 
join in to share knitting, 
crocheting and other hand-
iwork patterns, tips and 
stories on Mondays at 1 
PM in the library. 
 
Rhonda Limbacher‘s free 
watercolor class will re-
sume in March. Classes in-
clude beginner and 

advanced watercolor tech-
niques.  
 
Sylvia Lemus and Colleen 
Herod teach ceramics and 
glass slumping. Ceramics 
classes are Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 5:00 PM. 
 
Silver Lakes Arts and 
Crafts Guild meets on the 
second Thursday at 10 AM 
in the Clubhouse Library. 
Refreshments are served 
before the meeting at 9:30. 

You must be 18 yrs. old to 
attend. Membership dues 
are only $25 a year. For 
more information, please 
contact Ellen Johnson at 
760-221-3429.             
 
Come join us at the next 
meeting, 
 
Chris Santia, Arts and 
Crafts Guild member, for 
Vicki Heppe, President.
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Greetings Silver Lakes! 
 
Spring is just around the 
corner. With springtime 
comes daylight savings 
time. Remember to Spring 
forward on Sunday March 
8th. 
 
The Silver Lakes Arts and 
Crafts Guild will be hav-
ing their Annual Member-
ship Luncheon on March 
14th, 2026 at the Silver 
Lakes Clubhouse. Tickets 
are $25. Please contact 
Ellen Johnson at 760-221-
3429 or Donna Hallmark 
at 760- 952-9265 if you 
have any questions about 
the luncheon. There will 
be entertainment, great 
food, door prizes and lots 
of fun to be had. If anyone 
would like to donate 
something for the raffle 
prizes for the luncheon, 

you can call Colleen Har-
rod at 760-963-5810.  
 
A community play was put 
on in January which in-
cluded many of our tal-
ented members. “Golden 
Adversarry”, written by 
Jasmine Shireen Kresh, in-
cluded actors Kathy Baker 
and Rhonda Limbacher, 
from our Guild. The audi-
ence had a great time. 
 
Sheila Orozco from Sol-
stice, a senior living com-
munity, came to the 
February meeting to in-
form us about their facili-
ties. Solstice is pet friendly 
and is affordable and flex-
ible. They have lot of ac-
tivities and amenities for 
mature living.  
 
We have some amazing 
events and classes here at 

Braddock showed us a 
beautiful quilt in progress.  
She needs volunteers on 
Thursdays from 1-4, and 
every 3rd Thursday from 
10-4.  There are many steps 
in creating quilts and help 
can be utilized in every 
phase.  The reward when 
you see the faces of these 
Veterans and hear their 
stories is priceless.
Scott Limbacher, an Arts 
& Crafts member and  a 
Silver Lakes board mem-
ber, was on hand to update 
us on a few particulars.  
We were incredibly happy 
to be told that the Ledger 
will again be coming out 
in hard copy.  Not going 
to be mailed, but avail-
able for pick up at specific 
locations.  ECC and Fines 
committees need volun-
teers.  If interested contact 
the Association office. 
Heads up!  Several of our 
guild members will be 
featured in the upcoming 
Entertainers production 
of “The Mystery of Mys-
tic Manor.”  Showings on 
April 22, 23, 24, 25 & 30, 
May 1 & 2.  Get your tick-
ets and support our artists. 
 As mentioned last month,  
Sheila Orosco and Angele 
Laib from Solstice spoke at 
our meeting.  Take advan-
tage of their offer and give 

them a call at (760) 247-
1766 to tour their facility 
and be treated to lunch.
In March we had our club 
renewals.  It was a per-
fect time for anyone who 
thought of joining to pay 
the $25.00 annual fee and 
become an active member.  
If you missed our annual 
Membership Luncheon you 
can still enlist in Arts & 
Crafts.  Simply call Ellen 
Johnson at (760) 221-3429.  
The crafting choices are 
endless and you will be so 
glad you signed up with our 
Club.
Happy Easter from Silver 
Lakes Arts & Crafts Guild 
Board!

Greetings Silver Lakes!
Our potluck was such 

a fun filled evening!  Gwen 
Davis and her helpers 
(special shout out to her 
husband)  made it so ex-
ceptional.  We had festive 
decorations, valentine cards 
to share, even a special spot 
to take photos.  If anyone 
left hungry it was their own 
fault; there were plentiful 
great food choices.   AND 
we must mention that we 
play BINGO right after we 
dine.  The buy-in is reason-
able and EVERYTHING is 
paid out.   So, remember, 
we offer this event once a 
quarter; so, do not miss this 
occasion next time.
The gym upstairs has been 
shut down due to struc-
tural damage caused by 
excessive weight.   The 
quick solution  was to 
switch locations with the 
library.  Many of our Guild 
members, Entertainers and 
Players  attended the open 
board meeting to express 
their concerns and offer 
alternative options.  The 
Silver Lakes Board has 
now opted to appoint a spe-
cial committee to further 
evaluate and present the 
best resolution.  
Every year, Arts & Crafts 
create and donate quilts 
to “Quilts of Valor.”  Tina 
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With temperatures 
soaring into the 

80s and even 90s, flowers 
blooming, and green buds 
appearing everywhere, it 
might feel like spring has 
arrived early. But garden-
ers should beware, there’s 
an important difference 
between a true early spring 
and what growers call a 
false spring.

Even though plants are hap-
py to wake up during warm 
weather, longtime growers 
in the High Desert know 
that an early warm spell can 
actually increase the chance 

of damage later on. When 
plants break dormancy too 
early, tender new growth 
becomes vulnerable if a late 
frost arrives.

Helendale is especially 
prone to this pattern be-
cause it sits in a cold-air 
basin with sandy soils, clear 
skies, and very low humid-
ity, these are the conditions 
that allow temperatures to 
drop quickly overnight.

The worst scenario is plant-
ing all of your tender crops 
during a warm March only 
to watch a surprise frost in 
early April wipe them out. 

Gardeners Beware of the False Spring

Tomatoes, squash, basil, 
and even early stone fruit 
blossoms are particularly 
vulnerable.

If you want to hedge 
your bets, keep planting 
cool-season crops like win-
ter greens, root vegetables, 
onions, peas, and beans. 
For warm-season crops, it’s 
usually safest in Helendale 
to wait until around April 
10 before planting them 
outdoors.

Patience now can save a 
lot of disappointment later, 
and help ensure a healthy, 
productive spring garden.

Your Ad Belongs 
Here!

From Design to Print 
We Help Your Business Get Seen.

marspublishingco@gmail.com
Contact:

- Farmer Roy

What’s Growing On?
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ert, many people have 
heard about the proposed 
B.I.G. project. It is often 
described in terms of eco-
nomic growth, transporta-
tion infrastructure, andre-
gional logistics. But for 
those of us living near the 
proposed site, the conver-
sation feels very different. 
It is about our homes, our 
families, our water wells, air 

quality, and the quiet desert 
lifestyle many of us chose 
when we knew this was 
where wewould call home.

Our community of rural 
neighborhoods is made up 
of families, generations of 
families, retirees, children, 
and longtime desert resi-
dents who value the open 
space and natural beauty 
of this area. Many of us 

have spacious outdoor 
land, enjoy the night sky, 
and appreciate the peaceful 
rhythm of desert life. These 
qualities are what make 
this part of the High Desert 
special.
The Barstow International 
Gateway project proposes a 
very large rail and logistics
facility that would trans-
fer international shipping 
containers from trains to 
domestic containers for 
distribution across the 
region. Plans include rail 
infrastructure along with 
nine million square feet of 
warehouse space across an 
area of roughly 4,700
acres.
Because of this scale, some 
residents have begun asking 

On the Other Side of the Tracks: 
A Community Perspective on the Proposed
Barstow International Gateway Project 
(B.I.G.)

an important question: is 
this primarily a transporta-
tion infrastructure project, 
or is it more accurately a 
large logistics and indus-
trial development centered 
around warehousing and 
distribution?

The distinction matters for 
communities like ours.
While rail transportation 
has long been part of Bar-
stow’s identity, the addition 
of large-scale logistics and 
industrial facilities raises 
broader questions about 
how this may affect our 
roads, air quality, water 
resources, noise, and long-
term land use next
to established neighbor-
hoods. Of particular in-
terest for many across the 

Author: Sherry B., 
Community resident and member 
of the High Desert Community Alliance.

High Desert is the increase 
in truck transportation.

What may once have been a 
reasonable commute could 
soon begin to feel like a
bottleneck much closer to 
home. Also raising ad-
ditional questions about 
whether our existing road 
infrastructure is prepared 
to handle that level of 
traffic. 

We all know
what happens when there 
is an incident on the 
I-15—traffic reroutes to 
Main Street and Route 66, 
which could bring its own 
set of challenges. These are 
the same roads that many 
residents rely on each day 
for work, school, errands, 

Image provided by bnsfcalifornia.com
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Community Alliance began 
to take shape. The goal is
simple: to provide a re-
spectful and informed way 
for residents to stay en-
gaged, learn about projects 
affecting our region, and 
ensure that the voices of 
local communities
are heard.

Healthy communities 
depend on open dialogue, 
accurate information, and
participation from the peo-
ple who live there. Whether 
someone supports develop-
ment, has concerns about it, 
or simply wants to under-
stand it better, everyone de-
serves access to information 
and a seat at the table.
The High Desert has al-
ways been a place where 
neighbors look out for one 
another.

As our region grows and 
changes, maintaining that 
sense of stewardship and
community will be more 

and emergency services. 
For many High Desert 
residents, transportation 
corridors connect our
communities, meaning that 
changes in one area can 
often ripple outward across 
the region.

Residents living closest to 
the proposed site have been 
carefully reviewing public
documents, attending 
meetings, and asking ques-
tions through the envi-
ronmental review process. 
Our concerns are not about 
opposing progress. Instead, 
they center on how devel-
opment of this scale can 
move forward responsibly 
while protecting the health 
and quality of life for the 
communities located im-
mediately adjacent to the
project.

important than ever.
Residents who would like 
to stay informed or connect 
with neighbors about local

issues are invited to join the 
High Desert Community 
Alliance. Together, we can
continue working toward 
a future that respects both 
growth and the commu-
nities that already call this 
desert home.

Many residents share con-
cerns but have not yet spo-
ken publicly. Community
engagement can begin 
simply by staying informed, 
asking questions, partici-
pating in local discussions, 
or simply showing your 
presence. Working toward 
responsible development 
that protects our communi-
ties today and for
generations to come.

Image provided by bnsfcalifornia.com

Image provided by bnsfcalifornia.com
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                  Sunsetters Car Club of Silver Lakes News 
 
February, after the run to Pegg Sues on Super Bowl Sunday included a car show in 
Lake Havasu.  As part of this car show there was a garage tour to 11 different 
personal garages to see the cars that were on display and the capabilities of many 
of the restorers / car collectors. Harout and Becky, Kenny, Frank, Steve Barnes and 
Bob Kahlick and I enjoyed the garage tour and car show although I didn’t have my 
car at the show. Frank received an award for his beautiful El Camino. 6 Sunsetters 
cars, along with about 350 other hot rods from California and Arizona enjoyed the 
cruise to Amboy for the 2nd annual car show at Roy’s Café, held in this desert town 
on Route 66, in the middle of nowhere.  This was a fun day and a great opportunity 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Route 66. 
 
 Because this year is the 100th anniversary of Route 66, the Mother Road that 
started in Chicago and ended in Los Angeles, there are a number of classic car 
events being scheduled to highlight this celebration and our car club will be a big 
part of these events.  Please check out the current updated in the schedule listed 
below and join us for the fun. 
  
Upcoming car shows and events that we will be participating in include the 
following: 
 
3/7/26: Roy’s car show on Route 66 in Amboy. 
3/27&28/26: Junkin Ain’t Easy car swap meet. 
March 28: Wicked Kustomz 4th annual car show. 
April 1st Friday of every month through October, car cruise and show at Sizzler 
Restaurant in Hesperia. 
4/11/26: Oro Grande Round Up and Car Show. 
April 2nd Friday of every month through October, car cruise in Apple Valley, 5-8 
PM 
April 3rd Friday of every month through October, Outcast Car Club cruise night at 
3rd Strike Beer Company in Hesperia. 
April 4th Friday of every month through September, Sunsetters cruise and car show 
at Sunsetters Landing, 5-8 PM. 
5/2/26: Show and Go in downtown Riverside, 
5/2/26: New Berry Springs Route 66,100th Anniversary Car Show. 
5/9/26: High Desert Car Club Council car shows 1-5 PM. 
5/9/26: Silver Lakes 1st of the season Concert in the Park 6-9 PM. 
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Silver Lakes residents 
now have a new way 

to show their community 
pride with the release of 
the Silver Lakes Recreation 
T-Shirt, now available for 
purchase at both the Golf 
Shop and the Administra-
tion Building.

 The shirt celebrates the 
many outdoor activities 
that make life in Silver 
Lakes unique, while also 

honoring the community’s 
history.
 
The front of the shirt com-
memorates 50 years of the 
Silver Lakes Golf Course, 
recognizing the long-stand-
ing tradition of golf in our 
community and the role the 
course has played in bring-
ing residents together for 
generations.

 

The back design draws 
inspiration from the wide 
range of recreational oppor-
tunities available right here 
at home. 

From peaceful mornings 
fishing on the lakes, af-
ternoons spent boating 
across the water, to relaxing 
rounds of golf on our beau-
tiful course, the artwork 
reflects the lifestyle that 
residents enjoy year-round. 
At the center of the design 
is a classic McCulloch-style 
boat, a tribute to Rob-

New Silver Lakes Recreation T-Shirt 
Now Available

ert P. McCulloch, whose 
vision and investment 
helped bring the Silver 
Lakes community to life. 
His contributions helped 
fund the construction and 
development of the area, 
making the lakes and recre-
ation spaces that residents 
enjoy today possible. The 
boat serves as a subtle nod 
to the community’s origins 
and the spirit of recreation 
that has always been part of 
Silver Lakes. 
 
The scene is set beneath a 
starry desert sky, with the 
desert valley mountain 
range stretching across the 
background—capturing 
the natural beauty that 
surrounds our community. 
Together, these elements 
create a design that reflects 
both the history and the 

everyday experiences that 
make Silver Lakes special. 
Whether you are a longtime 
resident, an avid angler, a 
boater, or someone who 
simply enjoys the peaceful 
desert views, the new Silver 
Lakes Recreation T-Shirt is 
a great way to celebrate the 
lifestyle we share. 
 
Residents interested in 
purchasing a shirt can stop 
by the Golf Shop or the Ad-
ministration Building while 
supplies last. 
 
Wear your Silver Lakes 
pride and celebrate the rec-
reation, history, and beauty 
that make our community 
one of a kind.
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When Oogie Lee 
moved to Silver 

Lakes in 2020, like many 
others, it was a time of 
transition. The pandem-
ic had shifted daily life, 
and working from home 
opened the door to a new 
kind of lifestyle—one root-
ed in balance, nature, and 
community. 
 
Silver Lakes stood out im-
mediately.

Community  Spotlight:
Catching the Wind with Oogie Lee

“I was drawn to the water,” 
Lee shares. “Fishing and 
kayaking were things I real-
ly enjoyed, and this felt like 
the perfect place for that.”
 
But as any local knows, life 
in Silver Lakes comes with 
its own surprises—especial-
ly the wind.
 
“I wasn’t prepared for how 
windy it gets out here,” Lee 
laughs.
 

Instead of letting that be 
a drawback, Lee did what 
many resilient members 
of this community do—he 
adapted.
 
“I decided to make lemon-
ade out of lemons.”
 
At age 50, with no prior 
board sport experience, Lee 
took on an entirely new 
challenge: learning a wind 
sport known as wing foil-
ing. Starting from scratch, 
he bought a skateboard and 
a wing and began prac-
ticing in the South Lake 
parking lot.

“It took months of failure 
before I finally got it,” he 
admits. “A lot of trial and 
error.” 
 
But persistence paid off.
 
“The first time I was actu-
ally flying—it was incred-
ible. From then on, I was 
hooked.”
 
Now, Lee spends much of 
the year out on South Lake, 
riding the wind whenever 
conditions allow.
 
“I try to get out for at least 
an hour each session, about 
half the year,” he says. “It’s 
a fantastic workout, and it’s 
exhilarating.”
 
While he still enjoys fish-
ing, his priorities shift when 
the wind picks up. 
 
“When the wind blows, 
there’s nowhere else I’d 

rather be than out on South 
Lake.”
 
Beyond his personal pas-
sions, Lee is also invested in 
the future of the communi-
ty. He currently serves as a 
member of the Silver Lakes 
Association Lakes Advisory 
Committee, helping ensure 
the lakes remain a vibrant 
and enjoyable resource for 
everyone.

Oogie Lee’s story is a 
reminder of what makes 
Silver Lakes special—not 
just the scenery, but the 
people who embrace it 
fully. Whether it’s casting a 
line at sunrise or catching 
the wind across the water, 
Lee represents the spirit of 
adaptability, curiosity, and 
joy that defines this com-
munity.

editor
travis nguyen

publication

design

760 956 0171

marspublishingco@gmail . com
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DDrr..  KKiimmbbeerrllyy  CCooxx  RReetitirreess  AAftfteerr  MMoorree  TThhaann  1199  YYeeaarrss 

Dr. Kimberly Cox will retire from the CSD in April, leaving behind an extraordinary 
legacy of leadership, vision, and public service. Dr. Cox was the District’s first  
General Manager, hired in February 2007, shortly after the 2006 election that 
established the Helendale Community Services District. Over the past two           
decades she has been the driving force behind the District’s many                            
accomplishments including the development the Community Park used for 
sports and the popular Concerts-in-the-Park. She was instrumental in developing         
numerous recreational programs, from youth sports and community classes to 
large‑scale special events that have become beloved local traditions. 
She oversaw $40 million in capital expenditures that included strategic property 
acquisitions, new wells, replacement of all customers’ service lines, water rights, 
two maintenance buildings, and upgrades to the sewer system. The District has 

completed two annexations adding 23 square miles to the District’s boundaries totaling 127 square miles. 
 Her leadership established a firm financial foundation for the District, marked by sound investments, 
transparent policies, and strong fiscal management. Kimberly built a team—a work family—whose                 
commitment and professionalism will continue to serve the Helendale community for many years to 
come, building upon the strong foundation she so thoughtfully laid. Beyond infrastructure and operations, 
Dr. Cox’s greatest impact may be the people she invested in. She was a dedicated mentor who                           
intentionally developed staff, cultivated leadership within the organization, and created opportunities for 
professional growth. Through her guidance, encouragement, and example, she empowered employees to 
strengthen their skills, build confidence, and carry the District’s mission forward. 
Please join us for a reception on April 2, 2026, at 5:00 PM to wish Kimberly farewell and welcome the new 
management team. Refreshments will be served. All are welcome to attend. 
LLooccaatitioonn::  26540 Vista Rd. Suite C. 

HHaappppyy  ttrraaiillss,,  DDrr..  KKiimmbbeerrllyy  CCooxx..  YYoouurr  iimmppaacctt  wwiillll  bbee  ffeelltt  lloonngg  aaftfteerr  yyoouurr  wweellll--eeaarrnneedd  rreetitirreemmeenntt..  

Helendale Community Services District 
26540 Vista Road, Suite B |   Phone: (760) 951-0006 www.helendalecsd.org  
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